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1. PURPOSE 
 

This document sets forth policies and procedures governing off-campus resident credit 
courses offered by the universities of the University of Houston System.  This document 
provides a framework for the delivery of off-campus instruction and facilitates the 
resolution of issues of cooperation and non-duplication in such programs.  The Board of 
Regents Policy 21.01 also should be consulted in connection with this topic. 

 
2. POLICY 
  

2.1. A university’s primary responsibility is to maintain the quality of on-campus 
instruction.  Delivery of off-campus resident credit courses shall not adversely 
affect the quality of on-campus instruction and shall not unnecessarily duplicate 
existing course offerings or negatively impact on-campus instructional resources. 

  
2.2. The quality of off-campus instruction shall be comparable to on-campus 

instruction, including but not limited to student admission requirements, faculty 
qualifications, course requirements, contact hours, and provision of appropriate 
access for students and faculty to library and support services. 

  
2.3. The System, in accordance with state law and with the procedures below, will 

review the universities’ proposals in order to:  
 

a. Assure compliance with the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 
(THECB) and Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission 
on College (SACSCOC) rules and System policy;  

   
  b. Facilitate inter-campus cooperation; and 
   

c. Maintain current and accurate records of off-campus resident credit course 
offerings. 

 
3. PROCEDURES 
 

3.1.  In accordance with the Texas Education Code and Texas regulations governing 
off-campus instruction, the THECB must be notified of any new off-campus 
resident credit course and/or program offerings prior to implementation.  

http://www.uhsystem.edu/board-of-regents/policies/index.php#BOR%20Policies%20Section%20II
http://www.uhsystem.edu/board-of-regents/policies/index.php#BOR%20Policies%20Section%20II
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These rules are presently codified in the following documentation: 
 
• 19 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 4, Subchapter Q – Approval of 

Off-Campus and Self-Supporting Courses and Programs for Public 
Institutions; and 

• 19 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 5, Subchapter D – Operation of 
Off-Campus Educational Units of Public Senior Colleges, Universities 
and Health-Related Institutions. 

 
Each university in the System is responsible for adhering to these regulations. 
 
New program offerings and new off-campus instruction sites may be subject to 
the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on College’s 
(SACSCOC) Substantive Change Policy.  Each university is responsible for 
reviewing and complying with the SACSCOC Substantive Change Policy. 

 
3.2. The Provost at each university is responsible for insuring the quality of off-

campus resident credit courses offered by their university. Minimum quality 
standards are enumerated in THECB rules at 19 Texas Administrative Code, 
Section 5.76. 

 
3.3. The establishment of a new program, whether on or off-campus, requires the 

submission of a proposal to the Provost’s office that must be reviewed and 
recommended by the Provosts’ Council prior to proceeding in the approval 
process to the Board of Regents and the THECB.  

 
  In its review, the Provosts’ Council will consider, among other subjects: 
   
  a. Sufficiency of the need and demand to be met; 
 
  b. Quality of proposed courses/programs;  
 
  c. Impact on affected educational institutions; and 
 

d. Business pro forma outlining projected revenue and expenses for 
delivering the proposed program. 

 
The initiating university is responsible for providing sufficient data to form a 
careful analysis of the off-campus instructional proposal. 
 

3.4. The Provosts’ Council will make its recommendation to the Senior Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs, who is responsible for approving proposed 
courses/programs for transmittal to the THECB.  

 
 
4. REVIEW AND RESPONSIBILITY 

https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?chapter=4&interface=VIEW_TAC&part=1&subchapter=Q&title=19
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?chapter=4&interface=VIEW_TAC&part=1&subchapter=Q&title=19
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?chapter=4&interface=VIEW_TAC&part=1&subchapter=Q&title=19
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?chapter=5&interface=VIEW_TAC&part=1&subchapter=D&title=19
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?chapter=5&interface=VIEW_TAC&part=1&subchapter=D&title=19
https://texas-sos.appianportalsgov.com/rules-and-meetings?chapter=5&interface=VIEW_TAC&part=1&subchapter=D&title=19
https://sacscoc.org/accrediting-standards/substantive-changes/
https://sacscoc.org/accrediting-standards/substantive-changes/
https://sacscoc.org/accrediting-standards/substantive-changes/
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=5&rl=76
https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac$ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir=&p_rloc=&p_tloc=&p_ploc=&pg=1&p_tac=&ti=19&pt=1&ch=5&rl=76
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 Responsible Parties: Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs 
 
     
     
 Review:  Every five years  
 
 
5. APPROVAL 
 
 
 Approved:  /Diane Chase/        
   Senior Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs  
 
    
    /Renu Khator/         
   Chancellor 
 
 
 Date:   April 9, 2024        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


